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Election Results for
the City of Victoria
Thank you to everyone for participating
in this year’s election. Approximately
95 percent of the residents of the
City of Victoria turned out to vote
with 51 percent of the votes cast in
absentee ballots. Derek Gunderson
and Chad Roberts, the City’s newly
elected council members, and Mayorelect Deb McMillan will start their
terms in January of 2021.

Welcome Newly Elected
Council Members and Mayor!

Deb McMillan
Mayor elect

Derek Gunderson

Council member elect

Chad Roberts

Council member elect

Charlson Thun Community Bandstand

CARES Act Funds Support
COVID-19 Response Efforts
at the City of Victoria
This July, the City of Victoria received
approximately $747,000 in federal
assistance from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security (CARES) Act. With
these funds, the City was able to enhance
several strategic areas of the city and our
community, including needed changes at
City Hall that enabled staff to work safely
and efficiently, the purchase of safety

equipment and signage and a contribution
to the Carver County’s Small Business
Emergency Assistance Fund. Many of these
improvements will positively impact the city
far beyond the COVID-19 response.
More information about how we used
the CARES Act funds is available at
www.ci.victoria.mn.us/CARES-Act-Funds.

City of Victoria Updates and Impacts
Due to COVID-19
In accordance with the latest executive order
issued by the State of Minnesota, the City
of Victoria has made several changes to its
services and amenities. Many of the services
will continue uninterrupted due to the
improvements made with the CARES
Act funds.
City Hall is now closed to the public until at
least Dec. 31, 2020, with limited exceptions.
City staff will continue to provide city hall and
public works services via phone, online or by
appointment during regular business hours,
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m. During
this time, we will continue to provide many
of our vital and basic city services with the
exception of non-essential repairs. Utility
bill payments, building permit applications,
public meeting agendas and video, and more
are available 24/7 at www.ci.victoria.mn.us.

All city council and committee meetings
have moved to a virtual meeting format. The
community can continue to view virtual public
meetings through a live stream on the City’s
YouTube channel or on cable at Mediacom
Channel 8. Learn more about how you can
stay informed or participate in the meetings
on our Meetings & Agenda Portal at
victoria.civicweb.net.
The Victoria Recreation Center has closed
and will reopen when the executive order
ends. During this time, all amenities at the
recreation center will be unavailable until it
reopens. Although memberships have been
paused, group fitness classes and relevant
programs will move to a virtual format.
Updates on City services will be posted
www.ci.victoria.mn.us/covid19 as they
become available.

City Government
All city government meetings are open,
unless a closed meeting topic,
such as a personnel or legal
issue, is specifically allowed
by state statute. With public
notice, special meetings
and workshops may be
scheduled, and meetings
may be cancelled. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, meetings
may be held via electronic means
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes,
Section 13D.021 rather than in person
at Victoria City Hall. Regular meetings
are listed below.*

City Council

2nd and 4th Monday at 6:30 pm

Parks & Recreation Committee
3rd Monday at 6:30 pm

Planning Commission

1st and 3rd Tuesday at 6:00 pm

More information on how to view or
participate in the meetings is available at
victoria.civicweb.net.
*Monday meetings will be canceled or
rescheduled to accommodate public holidays.

Interested in more information
from the City of Victoria?
Sign up for the digital edition of the
Victoria Spirit and updates on the
Citywide Announcements list at
www.ci.victoria.mn.us/updates.

Our Community, Our Victoria
Thank you for your continued patience
and support during this time. We have
seen how the community of Victoria
has safely come together to support
and uplift each other over the last few
months, and we look forward to seeing
that spirit continue throughout the
holiday season and beyond.

Message from the Mayor
As my term as mayor comes to an end,
and I reflect on the things we have
accomplished together, I am reminded
of all the wonderful things that make
Victoria a great place to call home.
I’d like to thank my City Council
colleagues for their dedication
to our community. While we did
not always agree, there were many
instances where we did, and our actions
and decisions helped make Victoria stronger,
more resilient, and a better place to call
home.
I want to thank our city employees who
work tirelessly to make sure we have clean
water, flushing toilets, clear streets after a
snowfall, someone to show up when there’s
an emergency, beautiful parks and miles of
trails we can enjoy year-round, programs and
activities to try, and someone to answer our
questions when we call.
Finally, I’d like to thank you – our residents
and businesses - for getting involved,
voicing support or opposition, showing
up and staying engaged. Your voice is
critical in making our democracy work and
ensuring Victoria will continue to be a great
community. While we have accomplished
a great deal over the last four years, some
of the most memorable initiatives for me
have been:
l Improving city operations through
new leadership in key positions

including city manager, community and
economic development director, finance
director, public works director, and
communications and public engagement
manager
l Increasing transparency and creating
additional opportunities for meaningful
public input through workshops, surveys,
open houses, and listening sessions
l Offering our inaugural Citizens Academy,
which provided a hands-on, behinds-thescenes look at how the city operates
l Adding parking in downtown by
transforming our Old Public Works site to
public parking for trail and park users, as
well as for downtown patrons
l Launching our city-sponsored Farmers
Market in partnership with Enki Brewing
and the Southwest Chamber of
Commerce
l Working with all our residents and
businesses to ensure Victoria is a vibrant
community full of desirable amenities and
services
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you
and our community these past four years. As
I step down, I know I’m leaving Victoria in a
better place than when I started.
Tom Funk
Mayor, City of Victoria

Bethesda Cornerstone Village Opens in Victoria
In September, the Victoria community welcomed residents of Bethesda Cornerstone Village,
a new residential home for both adults 55 years and older and independent adults with
developmental
disabilities. The first
of its kind in the
nation, Cornerstone
Village creates a
safe space for all
of its residents by
bringing people
together, fostering
deep friendships,
and promoting
lifelong learning. This
inclusive community
home is located
across from Lions
Park on 82nd Street.
Victoria Spirit l 2

New Faces at the Victoria Fire Department

City Snow Falls

The Victoria Fire Department welcomed
two new members to the team in 2020.
Welcome, Trent and Mike!

Winter is here and the snow is coming
back. Remember - no parking on streets
between 11 p.m.-6 a.m. after two inches
of snow falls or until the street is plowed
curb to curb; remove garbage cans from
the road; and do not shovel or blow
snow from driveways back into
the street.

for Daktronics for 20 years as a product
engineer. Mike accepted a job as product
manager with the Waterous Company,
which builds fire pumps. Mike resides in the
Allegheny Grove neighborhood with his wife
and four children. Mike became interested
in the fire department to actively support his
new community, develop new friendships,
and continue his ongoing participation in the
fire industry.

Trent Michaels

Trent Michaels resides in the Lakebridge
neighborhood with his wife and their first
child, Navy, who was born in July. Trent
owns a sales company working with clients
ranging from music festivals to information
technology. Prior to starting this company,
Trent worked for the Minnesota Wild in
Corporate Partnership sales. He says he
joined the fire department for two reasons—
first, he has lived in Victoria for 15 years and
wanted to give back to the community he
loves, and second, he has multiple friends
who are police officers and first responders
who continued to reiterate the amount of
pride that comes with helping others.
Mike Weinberg moved from South Dakota
to Victoria this summer for a career change.
Prior to moving to Minnesota, Mike worked

Mike Weinberg

Firefighters provide an essential service to
the city every day, whether it be a medical
emergency, carbon monoxide alarm, or
vehicle crash. Firefighters are continuously
training to ensure the needs of the
community are met when called upon. If a
future position serving your community
as a paid, on-call firefighter interests you,
please contact Fire Chief Andrew Heger at
952-443-4242 or aheger@ci.victoria.mn.us.
A hiring process will begin in August
of 2021.

Updated Shoreland Ordinance Incorporates
Best Practices, Flexibility for Building &
Development Around Waterbodies
After several months of discussion, public feedback and meetings, the Victoria City Council
unanimously approved an update to its Shoreland District Regulations ordinance in
November. The ordinance, which regulates parcels and developments within 1,000 feet of
designated lakes and ponds; and 300 feet from rivers and streams, was last updated in 2002.
In 2017, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) updated their “Shoreland
Management Model Ordinance,” which includes requirements and best practices cities and
counties are asked to adopt to manage land use in shoreland areas. Developed through
several Planning Commission and Lakes & Water Quality Committee discussion sessions, and
with guidance from the DNR, the updated
ordinance provides several protections for
the city’s important waterbodies and natural
features, while also providing flexibility for the
city to grow and develop in these areas in an
environmentally conscious manner.

Pavement Plowing

Plow operators hit the streets at
approximately 3 a.m. after a snow event
and continue until all streets are plowed.
Since plowed snow gathers at the end
of driveways, it is best to wait until the
entire street is plowed before cleaning
your driveway.
Cul-de-sacs are plowed with a single
pass to open all routes as soon as
possible. Crews return to clean the entire
cul-de-sac after all streets are cleared.
Many trails are plowed, based on their
use and connectivity to public facilities.
Trails are the second plowing priority
and are generally cleared within 48
hours of a snowfall. Residents are
responsible for clearing sidewalks that
front or side their property.

Property Damage

Snow plowing operations can cause
property damage under the best
of conditions and care of the plow
operators. The most common incidents
are sod and mailbox damage.
In the spring, public works staff will
repair sod damage caused by plows.
Irrigation or other private improvements
in the right-of-way are not repaired by
the city; the right-of-way is used for
snow storage. Private improvements
should be placed outside of the
right-of-way.

The updated ordinance can be viewed in
Section 22 of the city’s Zoning Code
at victoria.municipalcodeonline.com.

In the spring, public works staff will
also repair mailboxes hit by a plow.
Homeowners are responsible for
damage resulting from the snow
that rolls off a plow or plow wing.
Homeowners should inspect their
mailboxes annually to ensure that they
are secured and maintained to withstand
the plowing season. Drivers make
every attempt to clear snow as close as
possible to the mailboxes, but residents
are responsible for the final clearing to
ensure mail service.
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Learn more about snow removal at
www.ci.victoria.mn.us/snow.

From unique gifts to amazing meals, our local
businesses in Victoria have everything you
need to make a memorable holiday season.
SHOP LOCAL, SUPPORT LOCAL
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FOOD AND FUN
1

Dairy Queen

2120 Arboretum Boulevard
2

4

7

School of the Wise Coffee &
Sandwich Shop

1750 Tower Boulevard, Suite 103
8

Subway

1510 Commercial Avenue
9

Vic’s Bar & Grill

7900 Quamoclit Street
10

Victoria House

1715 Stieger Lake Lane
11

Victoria Burrow

7999 Victoria Drive
12

15

16

23

5

ABC Family Chiropractic
Cabin Fever Sporting Goods

5

Carver County Chiropractic

24

Churchills Quality Cigars & Gifts

25

Gretchen’s Room Boutique Consignment

5

Joel’s Original Barbers

26

1495 Stieger Lake Lane

La Cucina World Pantry & Art

7940 Victoria Drive, Suite 101

28

5

Power of Life Alternative & Holistic
Health

5

Explore Victoria

5

Regarding Dentistry

O

Get your checklist ready and explore our interactive map of
businesses at www.ci.victoria.mn.us/light-up-victoria.

Victoria Rose Floral

The Wellness Studio
White Birch House

7940 Victoria Drive, Suite 104

Root of Life Massage Therapy

7984 Victoria Drive

Victoria Library

7924 Victoria Drive, Suite 206

Willa June

7940 Victoria Drive, Suite 102

1700 Stieger Lake Lane, Suite 103
22

Victoria Healthy Hub

1495 Stieger Lake Lane, Suite 5

Midwest Dental

1700 Stieger Lake Lane
21

Victoria Auto Sales
(Waconia Dodge)

1486 Stieger Lake Lane

29

1405 78th Street
20

The Parlour Salon & Spa

1670 Stieger Lake Lane

Live True Yoga Studio
7924 Victoria Drive

19

The Social

1700 Stieger Lake Lane

27

7924 Victoria Drive
5

Snap Fitness

1400 Stieger Lake Lane

Kid Talk

1772 Stieger Lake Lane
5

Silhouette Art & Jewelry
7924 Victoria Drive

1750 Tower Boulevard
18

SEEK Eye Care

7940 Victoria Drive, Suite 103

7924 Victoria Drive
17

Salon Spatoria

1750 Tower Boulevard, Suite 106
5

8000 Victoria Drive

Winchester & Rye
7929 Victoria Drive

16

1405 78th Street

Roulette’s Pizza

1550 Arboretum Boulevard

11

1550 Arboretum Boulevard

Ruby’s Roost Bakery & Coffee
7924 Victoria Drive, Suite 101
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HWY
5
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8000 Rose Street

The Noble Lion

7940 Victoria Drive
5

13

Floyd’s Bar

1758 Arboretum Boulevard
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SHOPPING, STORES &
SERVICES

ENKI Brewing Taproom & Eatery
1495 Stieger Lake Lane
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Victoria, Minn.
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Winnie Lu Minnesota
Lifestyle Boutique
Online

This year, we lit up the plaza near City Hall with bright lights and cheer
during the holiday season for the Light Up Victoria celebrations!
Plaza lights sponsored by the Victoria Business Owners Association and Power of Life
Alternative & Holistic Health.

SHOP LOCAL, SUPPORT LOCAL

A little peek at what Victoria has
to offer this holiday season.

WINCHESTER AND RYE

THE NOBLE LION

THE SOCIAL

12 Days of Christmas Promotion
Call or email to place an order.

Receive 10% off your carry out food order by
mentioning you saw us in the Victoria Spirit.
(Does not apply to alcohol or Gift Card purchases.)

Now through Dec. 31st purchase a $20.00 gift card
and we will give you another $5.00 on us!

WILLA JUNE

SCHOOL OF THE WISE
Now through Dec. 31st purchase a
$50.00 gift card and we will give you
another $10.00 on us!

POWER OF LIFE

Willa June Apparel is a women’s clothing boutique
located in downtown Victoria. We have something
for everyone on your list this holiday season.

$49 New Patient Intake
(Chiropractic OR Nutrition Response Testing)
Valid through the end of 2020

VICTORIA AUTO SALES
25% off vehicle details, offer good through 4/1/21

LIVE TRUE YOGA

VICTORIA BURROW

Three specials available now until 12/31!
• 100 electronic gift card for only $80 or 50 gift
card for only $40
• $39 for a month of unlimited livestream
yoga (Regular price is $59). No contracts or
commitments
• 10 Class Pack (In person or livestream) NO
EXPIRATION! So the 10 classes for $99 regular
price is $180!

Victoria is one of the best places to live in Minnesota
and we love being here too. Living in Victoria offers
residents a rural feel, good vibes and a great neighborly
atmosphere. As one of your neighbors, the Victoria
Burrow would love to be open to serve up our good
vibes, great food, fun and shenanigans. With the
governor’s order we find ourselves having to be closed.
We can’t wait to serve you again as soon as we can.
Watch for our announcement of reopening. We look
forward to having fun with all of you soon.
Thanks for your continued support,
your friends at the Victoria Burrow.

7940 Victoria Dr, Suite 103 Victoria, MN 55386
612-800-SEEK (7335)

WWW.SEEKEYECARE.COM

TRENDY NEW SHOPS LOCATED
IN LOWER LEVEL OF HISTORIC
NOTERMANN BUILDING
La Cucina World Pantry & Art
Point of Departure Travel
Silhouette Art & Jewelry
Gretchen’s Room Boutique Consignment

Sam Hennemann, Agent
952-999-4220

samhennemann.com

City of Victoria
P.O. Box 36
1670 Stieger Lake Lane
Victoria, MN 55386
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Activities Sampler
VICTORIA RECREATION CENTER
Virtual Work Outs

l Try a virtual fitness class through the
Victoria Recreation Center.
View https://www.ci.victoria.mn.us/virtualfitness-classes for more information.

VICTORIA LIBRARY

Programs may require registration.

MINNESOTA LANDSCAPE
ARBORETUM
Winter Lights 2020:
Winter in Bloom

l Explore the new winter lights
drive-through experience
through Jan. 17, 2021.

CITY OF VICTORIA
Light Up Victoria

l Take a moment to enjoy the Light Up
Victoria celebrations! This year, the
City lit up the plaza near City Hall with
bright lights and cheer during the
holiday season.

View https://arbwinter.umn.edu/ for more
information.

Safely Check Out a Book

l The Victoria Library is providing curbside
pickup on Mondays and Wednesdays
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
View https://www.carverlib.org/locations/
victoria-library for more information.

Lake Minnetonka LRT Regional Trail

