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The print version of the Victoria Spirit is
published quarterly by the City of Victoria for the
community members of Victoria, Minnesota.
This publication is available in alternative formats
upon request. Direct requests to the City of
Victoria at cityofvictoria@ci.victoria.mn.us.

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

Looking to the Future
Welcome to the Spring Edition of the Victoria Spirit, the City of Victoria’s official newsletter published
every quarter. Each spring, it’s always good take a moment to appreciate what the season represents. As
Minnesotans with a long winter behind us, many of us associate the season with new beginnings and new
growth. This year, the City of Victoria is looking forward to what spring has in store — everything from
welcoming new neighbors to enjoying the warmer weather!
New opportunities and initiatives are abound this spring. We currently have 500 new residential lots in
various points in the development process, meaning that in the next 2-3 years, we can expect to welcome
more than 1,500 new neighbors. We are also continuing to grow and connect as a community. I, personally,
am excited to see everyone at our community events this year as the City works to create fun and safe
events for the community.
The City Council is also launching its new Three-Year Strategic Plan based on feedback from the
community. The plan takes a deep dive into the City’s strategic priorities, including: Infrastructure &
Transportation, Economic Vitality, Housing & Community Character, Service Excellence, Engagement &
Communication, Public Safety, and Recreation & Culture. The plan will be available in May at
www.ci.victoria.mn.us/strategicplan.
I would also like to thank you, Victoria community members, for continuing to make Victoria an amazing
place to live. Please say hello if you see me, or any of the Council Members or City staff out at any of the
events this spring and summer!
Until Then,

Debra McMillan
Mayor, City of Victoria

DIGITAL VICTORIA SPIRIT

City News in Victoria
The City of Victoria keeps the community updated on City updates in a variety
of ways, including the new monthly digital version of the Victoria Spirit.
Keep updated on City news at www.ci.victoria.mn.us/citynews.

ADVISORY BOARDS

New Committee and
Commission Members

Alvin Hebert, City Council Member
CIT Y COUNCIL

New City Council Member

Victoria is once again fully represented with the
appointment of Alvin Hebert to the Victoria
City Council on Feb. 8, 2021. The four sitting
members of the Council appointed Hebert after
several rounds of interviews during a Special
Council Meeting. A total of eight candidates were
interviewed, and Hebert was appointed when the
Council passed a unanimous vote after the final
round of interviews. He was sworn in during the
Regular Council Meeting on Feb. 22, 2021.
CIT Y HALL UPDATE

City Hall Now Open

City Hall is now open to the public. The City will
continue to provide city hall and public works
services via phone, online, or in person during
regular business hours, Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–
4:30 p.m. Appointments are encouraged.

The City extends a welcome to the newest members
of the advisory committees and commission. With
terms initiated on April 1, 2021, these City Councilappointed positions are responsible for researching,
reviewing and making recommendations on a variety
of different issues.
PL ANNING COMMISSION:
Greg Evansky, Julie Murray, Kristin Thoreson, Jay
Nebben
PARK AND RECREATION COMMITTEE:
Dawn Whittenburg, Larry Schulz, Mary Larson
SENIOR ADVISORY COMMITTEE:
Martha Helgerson, Jan Jacobson, Nancy Swanson,
David Clinefelter, Susan Bill, Jack Looft, Daniel
Elliott
Thank you to the outgoing members for your
service and expertise.
SUMMER WATER USAGE

Water Usage in Victoria

In an effort to conserve water, there are several
steps taken by the City to reduce water usage,
including restrictions on non-essential water usage
and in-season water rates.
View the usage restrictions and in-season water
rates at www.ci.victoria.mn.us/utilityrates.

CIT Y NEWS

A Brief Look at Council
Decisions and Issues

The City Council welcomes community members
at all Council Meetings at City Hall or to watch via
the online streams. In an effort to keep community
members that are unable to attend or watch the
meetings informed, the City has created a way for
everyone to catch up on the highlights with the new
Council Brief released after each meeting.
Learn more about the Council Briefs at
www.ci.victoria.mn.us/council-briefs.
NEW AT CIT Y HALL

Art Gallery in City Hall
The City is in its
second full year of a
pARTnership with
local artist and
Victoria resident,
Deb Zeller, who
also owns Zeller
Studio in Hopkins,
to bring rotating
art shows to City
Hall.

Check out the art any time City Hall is open. All
artwork is available for purchase.

A FEW
SPRING
REMINDERS

VICTORIA FIRE DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Emergency Response and Activities by
the Victoria Fire Department in 2020

The Victoria Fire Department’s Annual Report for 2020 is available in
an online format. The intent of this report is to provide a brief glimpse
into the activities and accomplishments of the department over the
past year and to highlight the tireless work of the paid-on-call staff.
Report highlights are listed below.

Storm Drains
Keep yard waste out of the storm sewers by
managing debris in your yard. Clear storm
drains and catch basins so they are free of debris.

278

Emergency Responses

Street Sweeping

(Up 0.3% from 2019)

4,471

Hours Spent on
Emergency Responses

4,547

Hours Spent on
Staff Training

Keep garbage cans on your driveway and not
in the street or road surface so City maintenance
vehicles can pass safely.

$1,256,418

Snow in the Spring
Remember that snow parking restrictions
will continue through the spring if snow
storms still impact the area.

164

in Property Loss Related to
Fires in 2020

Hours Spent on Community
Outreach Events in 2020

(Down from $2,022,335 in 2019)

(Down Approximately 100 Hours from 2019
Due to COVID)

View the Victoria Fire Department 2020 Annual Report online at www.ci.victoria.mn.us/fire.

VICTORIA LIBRARY

Grab & Go Service Available at Victoria Library

The Grab & Go service at the Victoria Library is once again available to the community. It
is designed to let people make short, safe library visits. In this model, a limited number of
people are allowed in the building at a time to maintain social distancing. Computer use will
also be available.
Plan your visit with information at www.carverlib.org/locations/victoria-library.
COVID-19 VACCINE UPDATE

Find a COVID-19 Vaccine Appointment

The Minnesota COVID-19 Vaccine Connector is a tool that helps Minnesotans find out
when, where, and how to get a COVID-19 vaccine. By signing up through the program,
residents can get connected to resources to schedule an appointment.
Learn more about the program at mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/connector/.
PARKING IN VICTORIA

Public Parking in Downtown Victoria

Public parking is available in several areas of downtown Victoria beyond the City center.
Whether you are shopping or dining downtown, free public parking can be found at City Hall,
in the public parking lot area of Victoria Flats, and at the old Public Works Building on Stieger
Lake Lane. Additional trail parking is available off Stieger Lake Lane in Carver Park Reserve.

DID YOU KNOW... that the headwaters of Minnehaha Falls in Minneapolis are located within a new park in Victoria? As part of the Minnehaha
Creek Watershed, the City of Victoria partnered with the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District to restore the western shore of Wassermann Lake into
a new park, Wassermann Lake Park, that will open to the community this spring.
// Pier at Wassermann Lake Image by Corey Scharpe, City of Victoria

SPRING UPDATES

Check for Emerald Ash Borer
in Ash Trees

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture confirmed that
there is an emerald ash borer outbreak in Chanhassen,
Minn. Ash trees are at risk of infestation as emerald ash
borer larvae tunnel and cut off key nutrients needed to
run through the tree.

How do you know if you have an ash tree?
There are several characteristics to help residents identify
ash trees in their yards.
BARK
• Diamond-Shaped (Older Trees)
• Smooth (Younger Trees)
BRANCHES & BUDS
• Grow Directly Across from
Each Other

LEAVES
• Compound
• 5-11 Leaflets
SEEDS
• Dry, Oar-shaped
• Clusters

If you have an ash tree or multiple ash trees, you can
take preventative measures to treat trees in advance of a
potential infestation. Last year, the City had 7,695 total
diameter (at breast height) of ash trees treated with a
specific focus along the eastern border to protect Citymaintained trees from an emerald ash borer outbreak.
A discount for treatment through a City program is
available. Learn more at www.ci.victoria.mn.us/eab.

5

NEW CIT Y PERMIT

Vegetation Management on
City Property

The City of Victoria has a diverse array of hundreds
of City-owned outlots throughout the community.
City-owned outlots are vacant properties that serve
many functions, including stormwater management,
preservation ofwetlands and conservation buffers that
protect water quality. Due to the number of City-owned
outlots, vegetation management on the land itself can
be costly. Accordingly, the City must exercise both
discretion and professional judgment in determining
whether and when to perform vegetation management
in these areas. The City specifically identifies conditions
requiring pruning or removal of vegetation to ensure safe
conditions are maintained within these properties.
Mowing; tree trimming; and the removal of trees, brush,
or noxious weeds by residents in outlots may be permitted
by the City on a case-by-case basis. Residents wishing
to conduct vegetation management such as the removal
of buckthorn, tree pruning, or native planting must first
apply for approval through the City-Owned Property
Vegetation Removal & Management Plan Application.
Residents interested in learning more about the permit
can schedule a meeting or on-site evaluation to discuss
potential vegetation management projects on Cityowned properties.
Learn more at www.ci.victoria.mn.us/vegetation.

CIT Y CALENDAR

City Meetings and Community Events in Victoria
Upcoming Meetings

Upcoming Events

All city government meetings are open to the public,
unless a closed meeting topic, such as a personnel
or legal issue, is specifically allowed by state statute.
With public notice, special meetings and workshops
may be scheduled, and meetings may be canceled.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, meetings may
be held via electronic means pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes, Section 13D.021 rather than in person at
Victoria City Hall.

Community Compost Collection Site

Regular City Government Meetings*
City Council Meetings

2nd and 4th Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Committee Meetings
3rd Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission Meetings
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 6 p.m.

Senior Advisory Committee Meetings
1st Monday at 10 a.m.

More information on how to view or participate in
the meetings is available at victoria.civicweb.net.
*Meetings will be canceled or rescheduled to
accommodate public holidays.

May 7-9, May 14-16, May 21-23, May 28-30
The City of Victoria is opening a compost collection
site on four weekends in May 2021. The site will
be monitored by a security camera and open
to Victoria residents from dusk until dawn for
compostable yard waste only. This service is offered
as an easy way to dispose of yard waste, since it is
illegal in Minnesota to put this type of waste in your
household garbage.

Concerts in the Park

Wednesdays from 5-8 p.m. June 9-Aug. 11
The City of Victoria hosts a different band each
week at the Charlson Thun Community Bandstand.
This community event is free for everyone.

Lunch Time Tunes

June 16, July 21, Aug. 18 from Noon-12:45 p.m.
The City of Victoria hosts child-friendly live music
at the Charlson Thun Community Bandstand
throughout the summer. This community event is
free for everyone.

Parks and Recreation Programs
Ongoing through Spring to Summer
Make sure to check out the Spring/
Summer 2021 programs hosted by
the City of Victoria’s Parks and
Recreation Department. They have
fun for everyone this summer!

Explore more about the programs
at www.ci.victoria.mn.us/programs.

Discover Victoria Classic Car Night

June to August, Second and Third Wednesdays
The Victoria Business Owners Association is once
again hosting Classic Car Night in downtown
Victoria.
All community events are subject to Minnesota State mandates regarding COVID-19.
Attendees must follow CDC COVID-19 safety measures when attending City events.
Learn more about community events in Victoria at www.ci.victoria.mn.us/calendar.
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Stay Connected with the City of Victoria @VictoriaMNCity

