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Jumping into Autumn
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I hope you are enjoying the end of a beautiful summer here in Victoria, and
are looking forward to what autumn will bring this year. Throughout the
summer, we were excited to see our community come together in a variety
of ways after the “hiatus” of several events in 2020. From the Discover
Victoria Classic Car Shows to the Farmer’s Market, it was great to see
friends and neighbors gather once again.
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This autumn, the City has planned several more ways for our community
to continue to gather and connect. Our new Mini Fall Festival, as well as
a return of the Light Up Victoria showcase are both scheduled within the
next few months. We also have several upcoming meetings and workshops
that the public is welcome to join. One of the major topics of discussion
for the City Council is the 2022 budget. The City Council and staff have
worked hard to identify efficiencies while planning for the future, and we will continue to review and refine
the budget over our next several City Council meetings.
Budgeting and planning for the future becomes ever more important with all of the new residential growth
expanding across Victoria. The recently released results from the 2020 U.S. Census show that the
population of Victoria increased by 44 percent over the last 10 years, with a total population of 10,546
(up from 7,345 in 2010). While we are thrilled to see our community growing and thriving, we also want to
ensure that Victoria maintains its small-town atmosphere as a friendly and safe place to live, work and play.
During several community events this summer, City staff asked community members and visitors to share
their feedback on Victoria. Many of the comments included things people loved about Victoria — from our
extensive parks and trails to our unique local businesses. A personal favorite of mine among the messages
was a note that referred to Victoria as a “Hallmark City.” With our picturesque downtown and smiles from
strangers, I can see why they would make this comment.
As we jump into the autumn season this year, we will keep all of this feedback in mind. The City Council will
continue to work for you and keep the importance of community at the heart of our decisions.
Until Next Time,

Debra McMillan
Mayor, City of Victoria

UTILIT Y UPDATES

Water & Sewer Utility Rates Adjustment

To meet current and future needs of the City’s water and sewer system, the
City of Victoria will adjust its water and sewer utility rates beginning in 2022.
While this decision was based on a rate study performed in 2020, the Victoria
City Council decided to push this rate increase to 2022 due to the COVID-19
pandemic. These rates are proposed to go into effect on Jan. 1, 2022 pending the
City Council’s budget approval.
Current and New Rate Structure for Water Services
• Currently, the City bills customers a base rate, plus an additional unit rate based
on volume used. In-season water volume rates are based on 10 tiers (Apr.
1-Sept. 30), while off-season water volume rates use only the first tier (Oct.
1-Mar. 31) for all customers.
• The 2022 rate structure will increase the base rate by $2, and reduce the
number of volume tiers to 5, which will be used year-round (Jan. 1-Dec. 31).
Current and New Rate Structure for Sewer Services
Currently, the City bills customers a base rate, plus a single volume use charge
that is calculated based on the average winter water volume used (Quarter 4
and Quarter 1).
• The 2022 rate structure will reduce the base rate by $1.44, and add 5 volume
tiers, which will be based on the average winter water volume used.
Impact of New Rate Structure
Most customers with average or lower volume usage will see minimal change, or
even a reduction in their bills.
• Customers with higher volume usage, such as high irrigation users and some
commercial businesses, will likely see increases in their bills.
Learn more about the rates adjustment and how it may impact your bill in the
summary page at www.ci.victoria.mn.us/utility-updates.
UTILITIES MONTHLY BILLING

The City of Victoria is moving from quarterly billing to monthly billing starting in Quarter 2 or 3 of 2022.

PARK VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNIT Y

Become a Friend of Victoria’s Newest
Park – Wassermann Lake Preserve

The City of Victoria’s Parks & Recreation Department recruits passionate
volunteers each year to help keep Victoria’s recreational areas safe and
beautiful. One of these opportunities is joining Friends of Wassermann
Lake Preserve. Volunteers are dedicated to the Preserve and commitments
include becoming a caregiver or an outdoor education leader.
More information is available on the City’s website at
www.ci.victoria.mn.us/wassermann.

STRATEGIC PL AN UPDATE

Neighborhood Growth in Victoria

According to the 2020 U.S. Census, Victoria, Minn.’s current population is 10,546 people and
3,542 households. The population has steadily grown over the past 10 years with an increase of
approximately 44 percent since the 2010 U.S. Census. This growth has not only brought new
neighbors, but it has also brought new visitors as new businesses and restaurants continue to pop
up in Victoria.
New Neighbors Coming to Town
Since the beginning of 2020 alone, seven new residential developments have either been
approved or are nearing the end of the approval process. As these developments are built, the
community will welcome upwards of 1,670 new residents to Victoria. These new developments
include 377 single-family lots and 174 townhome lots. The City estimates 3.5 new neighbors for
each single-family lot and 2 new neighbors for each townhome lot.
Impact of Growth
As the community continues to grow, amenities and City services will also need to expand, along
with the tax base. These new neighborhoods will include new trails and parks across Victoria—
contributing to the park system that gives the City its nickname, the City of Lakes and Parks.
The City will also see a positive impact on the transportation corridors on the south side of town.
Victoria Drive (County Road 11) will be widened and improved from Marsh Lake Road to the
railroad tracks. These improvements are “development-driven,” and are funded primarily by the
new development in the area.
With an increased population comes other impacts, including the need for expanded City services
such as road maintenance (snowplowing and street sweeping), extension of utilities, and increased
emergency response services.
A Growing City
This growth not only increases the number of people in the community, it also increases the
actual size of Victoria. Through the the recent developments, the City has annexed 243 acres of
land from Laketown Township — resulting in an expanded boundary line at the southern edge of
Victoria.
Learn more about neighborhood growth and other spotlights from quarter two of this year in
the City’s Strategic Plan at www.ci.victoria.mn.us/strategicplan.

CIT Y WATER UPDATE

Protecting Our Water Resources

The City of Victoria works hard to provide safe, reliable drinking water that meets
federal and state water quality requirements. Water that goes from homes and
businesses to the sanitary sewer system gets purified at the City’s Water Treatment
Plant. However, water that goes through lawns and streets from rain or irrigation
goes into storm drains, eventually traveling to bodies of water located in and around
Victoria, including the groundwater.
Victoria’s drinking water comes from a groundwater source of four wells ranging from
429 to 450 feet deep that draw water from the Quaternary Buried Artesian Aquifer.
Everyone can help maintain the high quality of our drinking water by preventing
pollution of our groundwater from contaminants that come from yards after a rainfall,
when washing a car, or irrigating a lawn.
Take the following actions to protect our drinking water:
• Maintain septic systems, private wells and storage tanks to prevent leaks.
• Dispose of unused medications safely; do not flush in toilet or sink.
• Cover temporary piles of dirt with a tarp or burlap sack.
• Limit use of herbicides, pesticides and fertilizers.
• Keep leaves and grass off streets and sidewalks.
• Dispose of pet waste properly.
• Repair car fluid leaks.
• Seal unused wells.

COMPOST SITE OPEN THIS FALL

Cleaning Up Yard Waste

Make fall clean up a little easier by bringing compostable yard waste to the
City of Victoria’s fall compost collection site. Yard waste, no larger than 4” in
diameter and cut into 4’ lengths, will be accepted at the collection site. The
site will be monitored by a security camera and open to Victoria residents for
compostable yard waste only.
Acceptable yard waste items include:
• Grass Clippings
• Leaves
• Plant Trimmings
• Branches
Non-acceptable yard waste items include:
• Chemically Treated Items
DATE

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday of the weekends of
October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 and November 5
TIME

Sunrise to Sunset (Daylight Hours)
LOCATION

Former Public Works Building Site
1416 Stieger Lake Lane, Victoria, MN 55386

DO NOT BURN YARD WASTE

Burning yard waste, including leaves, generates smoke
that may be a nuisance to your neighbors. Recreational
fires should only burn clean dry wood, be no larger than
three feet in diameter, and be a minimum of 25 feet from
a structure.

B O DY OF
WATER

G R OU ND WAT ER

Learn more about recreational fires in Victoria at
www.ci.victoria.mn.us/fires.

ART GALLERY IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Fall Reminders

Scenes from Colombia at City Hall

Keep Garbage Bins
Off Streets

The latest art show featured along the walls of Victoria’s
Council Chambers offers a peak into the landscapes and life in
Colombia.

Keep garbage and recycling bins on
your driveway and not in the street
or road to ensure City maintenance
vehicles can pass safely. This is
especially important during street
sweeping and snow removal, but it
is never safe to have a garbage bin
in the street.

Minnetonka-based painter, Tom Foty, met his new son-in-law’s
relatives on a trip to Colombia where he traveled throughout
the country capturing photos and painting along the way.
Everyone is welcome to visit City Hall to view the colorful
scenes spotted on Foty’s trip from Cartagena to the coffee
triangle of Armenia and down to Cali.
This collection of paintings
showcases Foty’s passion
for color, lighting and
composition as he explored
Colombia.
The winning vote for the
peoples’ choice award went
to a painting featuring a
street scene located in the
small town of Montenegro,
Armenia.

PHOTOS FROM COMMUNIT Y EVENTS

Fun in the Sun This Summer

Community members gathered together throughout the
summer at a variety of community events — from Night
to Unite to Concerts in the Park and many more!

Street Parking During
A Snowfall
Parking on the street is prohibited
from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. after two
inches or more of snowfall until the
street is plowed from curb to curb.

-Untitled Painting, Tom Foty

LIFE IN VICTORIA

Capturing Moments

Thank you to everyone who submitted their moments
in Victoria for the Showcase Victoria photography
competition and congratulations to the winners.

FIRST PL ACE Erika Hacker,
Summer Sunset at Stieger Lake

SECOND PL ACE Katie Will,

Hungry Honey Bee

THIRD PL ACE Ezra Farner,
Fresh Snowfall on the Lake

CIT Y CALENDAR

City Meetings and Community Events in Victoria
Upcoming City of Victoria Meetings
All city government meetings are open to the public, unless
discussing a closed meeting topic, such as a personnel or
legal issue, as specifically allowed by state statute. With
public notice, special meetings and workshops may be
scheduled, and meetings may be canceled.

Regular City Government Meetings*
City Council Meetings

Free Fall Community Events
Victoria Fire Department Blood Drive with the American Red Cross

Wednesday, September 22, 12-6:15 p.m., Victoria Lions Park Pavilion
The Victoria Fire Department is hosting a blood drive with the American Red Cross.
By donating blood, you could save up to 3 lives! Sign up for an appointment with the
scheduler at www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time.

Discover Victoria Classic Car Night

3rd Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, September 22, 5-8 p.m., Downtown Victoria
Collectors from all over the metro area bring their classic cars downtown during the
Victoria Business Association’s Discover Victoria Classic Car Nights. Make sure to
check out all the amazing food and drink options from local establishments.

Planning Commission Meetings

Mini Fall Festival

2nd and 4th Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Committee Meetings
1st and 3rd Tuesday at 6 p.m.

Senior Advisory Committee Meetings
1st Monday at 10 a.m.

*Meetings will be canceled or rescheduled to accommodate public holidays.

More information on how to view or participate in the
meetings is available at victoria.civicweb.net.

Parks & Recreation
Fall 2021 Programs
This fall, the City is offering
multiple recreational
opportunities throughout the
season to get everyone moving,
exploring, or learning.

Tuesday, November 2, 5-8 p.m.
Charlson Thun Community Bandstand
Bring your pumpkins to the first-ever Mini Fall Festival to responsibly compost fall
decor items. Stay for fall-themed activities hosted throughout the night.

Light Up Victoria

Thursday, December 2, 6-7 p.m., Bayfront Plaza
Celebrate the holidays in downtown Victoria as the City “Lights Up Victoria.” The
City will host the Light Up Victoria event at the Bayfront Plaza for community
members to gather as the park’s lights turn on for the first time this season.

All community events are subject to Minnesota State mandates regarding COVID-19.
Attendees must follow CDC COVID-19 safety measures when attending City events.
Learn more about community events in Victoria at www.ci.victoria.mn.us/events.
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Stay Connected with the City
of Victoria @VictoriaMNCity

